Heyn 2

Text: Mark 1:14-20  Epiphany 3
Drop Everything and Go Fishing!
I. Christ calls you to follow Him

II. He will make you fishers of men

Dear fellow redeemed in Christ,
Do you like fishing? What would you do if Jesus called you this afternoon and asked you to go fishing with Him? Would you drop everything and do it? Well this morning, that’s exactly what Jesus calls us to. But He’s not talking about catching grouper, snapper, trout, or bass. He’s calling you to be fishers of men, which means a call to share in His work. It is the greatest call you could ever even hope to receive. So this morning hear His call to you to drop everything and go fishing!

I. [Christ calls you to follow Him.] That’s the call that we see goes out to two pairs of brothers in our text. Mark writes, “Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, He [Jesus] saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’” 
Has He given you the same call? Yes. Oh, he’s never stood at the foot of your bed at night, rousing you from your sleep, saying, “Hey! You! Follow me!” At least he hasn’t done that to me. But he has spoken to me, calling me to follow him. And the same thing has happened to you. When Jesus, speaking through the pastor at your baptism, said, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” He was calling you to follow him. If you were baptized as a little child, even at that tender age of, what, two or more weeks old, you were called by the Lord to follow Him. Unfortunately, there are a lot of distractions and voices in this world, so He must continue to call us to follow Him. 
And how do we do we continue following, besides by His grace alone? Well, let’s play a game. Simon says, ‘Put your hand on your head.’ Simon says, “Put your hand on your belly. Simon says stick out your tongue. Put it back. What is the key to the game Simon Says? It’s to listen and to listen carefully, right? So how do we follow Jesus? By listening and listening carefully to His Word, by hearing and studying it. Now, we’ll get to the second part of His call in a second, the part about spreading the news of His love and salvation. And that’s an important and necessary part of our call as well. But this is where it starts and never forget that. We must first listen and follow. 
For them, to follow didn’t just mean to tag along with Jesus for a couple years. It meant to drop everything and make listening to Him and following Him their top priority, and it’s the same for us. To follow Jesus doesn’t just mean to call ourselves Christian on facebook and to go to church sometimes. It means to dedicate our lives to listening to Him, living according to His will, and sharing Him with others. 

And why? In the game Simon Says, we listen very carefully… for the sake of Simon and to win a game.  Why do we follow Jesus? Well, it’s certainly not so that we can have great things in this life. Let’s back up to the first few words of our text. “After John was arrested…” What was John arrested for? For following Jesus and proclaiming the salvation He brings. And where did it get him? In prison and eventually killed. These fishermen had all been John’s disciples before this day; why would they think they would have it any differently? Why do we expect that we’ll have it any differently? As Martin Luther said, “They gave our Master a crown of thorns; why do we hope for a crown of roses?” So why would anyone do it?
Why would they follow? Only because they believed, like we believe in the Gospel message. The Good News of who Jesus is and where He is leading us. We believe the Gospel, the Good News, that, though we have sinned, our God has sent His Son to be our Savior. That Savior lived the perfect life we could not, and He died an innocent death, so that we might again be God’s children and have a mansion waiting for us in heaven. We know that that is where He is leading and so, even though we know it will at times be difficult, we gladly follow. 
We also know that following Jesus is the way to thank our Savior who gave everything to win eternal life for us. What a joyous privilege – that our Savior asks us to be His disciples. Undeserving you and me. What have we done to deserve this call? Nothing! Same as their middle-lower class fishermen. They hadn’t done anything either. But He calls us of His own good will. How humbling!
Knowing this, our response is the same as that of the disciples. Mark writes, “At once they left their nets and followed Him.” We “drop everything.” Right? Or has that been a struggle for us? Have we in the past sometimes prioritized our careers, or life pleasures, or even families over God? Is there something in life that even right now is holding you back from fully following Jesus? Let it go. That doesn’t mean you have to necessarily quit your job or anything like that, but if something is holding you back from your opportunities to worship with your fellow believers here, or study the Bible, or have daily devotions, the priorities have to change. 
Because that is how we follow our Lord Jesus is through Sunday Bible Study and worship opportunities. This, right here is the training ground, where Jesus leads, and where He makes us “fishers of men.” And honestly, what calling in life could be a greater privilege than the call to follow our Lord? None. 
II. But there is more than being faithful followers of him. He calls us to be fishers of men. And so hear as He gives us instructions for the fishing He wants us to do as His followers. Now fishing was something the four disciples in our text were familiar with – they were fishermen. Maybe fishing is something you’re familiar with. But Jesus calls them to fish for something new – for men. This is God’s call to YOU as well. And what a privileged call that is! That He would call, even us who have sometimes been lax in even following Him, to actually share in His kingdom work! What grace!
And so what is the pond, or sea, or lake, or ocean in which we fish? Well, I’m guessing most, if not all of you, have seen the new sign that we put up in our parking lot just a few months ago. What does it say? “You are now entering the mission field.” All those outside our walls are the “fish in the sea’ which we are trying to draw to Christ. Here at worship is where we train as fishers of men. It’s where we find the motivation and strength to carry out this calling. Outside the walls is our mission field.

With anyone and everyone we can. If you want something more tangible, where do you think the best place to start it? And where can do we have the greatest opportunity? With our families. Never… never underestimate the influence and opportunity you have with those within your own home. I know that many of us are fathers and mothers. This is the most important thing you can do for your children – teach them God’s Word and the importance of it. Serve as “fishers of men” with your own children. 

But even if you don’t have children, or they aren’t living at home anymore, we still have family ties, right? People that we are closely connected to where our influence is huge! Many are grandparents, many are siblings, same thing, many are sons and daughters. Wherever you fit with your family, you have a tremendous opportunity. But again, it doesn’t end with family, we all have opportunities with co-workers, neighbors, and friends as well. Let Christ shine through you with the way you live; share the Good News of Jesus as you have opportunity, and if you can’t answer their questions, direct them to me. I love to meet with people and share the good news of our Savior. And no matter what, if they don’t have a church home, invite them to worship here, because we’d love to share the light of Christ with them. 
And when is the time to fish? If you fish for real, you know the best time is early in the morning, right? Well, as fishers of men, the best time is now. As we heard in our epistle lesson, “the appointed time has grown very short.”
 We see the immediacy with which the first disciples acted in following and learning to fish. “Immediately, they left their nets and follow Him.” God’s call is the same to you: Drop everything and go fishing. We don’t know how long we have until He returns, but we know that He hasn’t returned yet at this point and so we can still reach out to others. We don’t know how long we’ll have this opportunity. 

May God bless you as you follow Him as He leads you to your heavenly home, and as He makes you fishers of men so that those around us may join us in our heavenly home. I want to close with the last first of the hymn we’re going to sing in just a few minutes. 
I hear the Savior calling! His call has urgency!

Each moment souls are dying; Soon comes eternity.

And so, my precious Savior, This is my humble plea:

Prepare me for my mission For you are calling me!
Amen. 
� 1 Corinthians 7:29.





